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 From the Editor  
 
 
Teachers and scholars across America and around the globe work tirelessly each 
academic year to make service-learning and civic engagement relevant to students. 
Most agree that doing so provides a pathway to increasing the capacities of our 
communities while introducing young people to their civic, political, and community 
obligations. However, too often teachers may be swept into the whirlwind of their 
institution’s expectations to cater to student learning outcomes. While student learning 
is central to the mission of any college or university, you’ll read in Randy Stoecker’s 
article that in the context of service-learning and community engaged research, the 
learning will follow if we put the interests of our community in the lead. We are 
delighted to have his article in this issue, which follows the successful launch of his 
2016 book, Liberating service learning and the rest of higher education civic engagement. 
 
This fall 2017 issue of Partnerships includes additional articles on how service-learning 
scholars might increase community impact through graduate level programming and a 
specialty course in public relations. Lawler, Harris, and Marks document their 
experiences and research with graduate student education that is the next area ripe for 
growth in service-learning. That article is followed by Harrison and Bak’s review of 
public relations classes, that when designed with contingency management practices, 
can lead to improvements in pedagogy in the classroom and success for partners in the 
community. 
 
This fall 2017 issue also includes a new member the Partnerships editorial team, C. J. 
Brewer. C. J. has already introduced an important new feature to the journal by 
automating the reviewer process to improve ease and speed of reviews. C. J. has also 
been managing that transition involved in eliminating the need for viewers to register 
for the journal in order to read articles. It is a process that we hope is a benefit to our 
readers and authors, alike. 
 
Finally, as 2017 draws to a close and we look forward to the new year, we invite 
suggestions from you, our readers, for special issues you would like to see. If you have 
an idea and would be interested in being a special issue guest editor, send me a note 
with your idea! 
 
Spoma Jovanovic, PhD 
Editor 
 
 
 
 
  
